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HE RIVER ROARS

MEXICAN WATERS FREE FROM TOXICS

Why does the river roar?

In 2003, the National Water Commission
(CONAGUA) reported that 73% of Mexican
water bodies had some degree of pollution.?

In 2011, the Environment Ministry
(SEMARNAT) said that the standard
requlating wastewater discharge, Ithe
NOM-001-SEMARNAT-1996, has “zero
effect” and that “it is not enforced, which
represents the unrestricted discharge of
contaminants.”
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Levels of inspection are also very low. It is
calculated that it would take CONAGUA 61 years
to inspects the total number user with a discharge
permit or water concession.*

S : Why do we need a better discharge standard?
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The current standard only regulates 20 parameters,
leaving a wide range of synthetic substances

’ . . unregulated, particularly those of industrial origin.

Who can change the discharge standard?

Almost half of the members of

The National Consulting Committee COMARNAT are industry chambers and
on Standardization of associations.

Environmental and Natural
Resources, COMARNAT, which is
chaired by the Environment Ministry
(SEMARNAT).

The risk here is that private profit may be
favored over protection of the environment
and the health of the population.

The standard hasn’t been modified
k since 1996.

@ Why doesn’t the current standard work?

Modification at a
standstill in the

Environment Ministry
(SEMARNAT).

Y How can | participate?

Join the campaign:

L @

R iO . E @Elriosuena_mx
S U EN A IIl @EIRioSuenaMexicosinToxicos

www.conoceasanti.org

Participate in actions calling for better stan-
dards, strengthened inspections and monito-
ring of discharges, and for an end to the
dumping of toxic substances by the industrial
sector.
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AGUA SUENA

Agua para la vida
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