
In 1995, D
olly developed the book gifting program

 so 
that every preschool child in her hom

e of Sevier C
ounty, 

Tennessee, w
ould have their ow

n hom
e library of books 

that w
ould inspire a love of reading. The program

 w
as 

so successful and generated such interest from
 across 

the country that, after m
uch thought, D

olly decided 
to offer her Im

agination Library for replication in any 
com

m
unity that w

ill support it. Each book is selected by 
a panel of experts to be age appropriate, personalized 
w

ith the child’s nam
e and m

ailed directly to their hom
e 

every m
onth from

 birth to age five, creating a gifting 
experience that m

akes books exciting and encourages 
fam

ilies to spend tim
e enjoying books together.

O
ver 1 M

illion children are currently enrolled in 
D

olly Parton’s Im
agination Library and over 95 

M
illion books have been m

ailed since the program
 

started in 1995.

To replicate the program
, a local cham

pion m
ust 

pay for the cost of the books and m
ailing for children 

registered in their selected coverage area. The average 
cost for each child is $25 per year in the U

SA
. The 

cham
pion registers and m

aintains each child’s address. 
The D

ollyw
ood Foundation takes it from

 there, covering 
all of the overhead expenses and logistics to m

aintain 
the program

. The D
ollyw

ood Foundation provides 
everything from

 the B
ook O

rder System
 and book 

selection process to the relationships w
ith the book 

publishers and fulfillm
ent centers.

D
olly Parton believes that if you can read, you can do 

anything, dream
 anything and be anything. Through 

her Im
agination Library program

, she w
ants to ensure 

all children have books at hom
e, regardless of the 

environm
ent in w

hich they grow
 up.

W
hat Is D

olly Parton’s
Im

agination Library?
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Dear Friend...
B

efore he passed aw
ay, m

y D
addy told 

m
e the Im

agination Library w
as probably 

the m
ost im

portant thing I had ever done. 
I can’t tell you how

 m
uch that m

eant to 
m

e because I created the Im
agination 

Library as a tribute to m
y D

addy. H
e w

as 
the sm

artest m
an I have ever know

n but 
I know

 in m
y heart his inability to read 

probably kept him
 from

 fulfilling all of his 
dream

s.

Inspiring kids to love to read becam
e 

m
y m

ission. In the beginning, m
y hope 

w
as sim

ply to inspire the children in m
y 

hom
e county but here w

e are today w
ith 

a w
orldw

ide program
 that gives a book a 

m
onth to w

ell over 1 m
illion children.

O
f course, I have not done this alone. The 

real heroes of our story are the thousands 
of local organizations w

ho have em
braced 

m
y dream

 and m
ade it their ow

n. They 
raise m

illions of dollars each year and 
w

ake up every day w
ith a passion to m

ake 
sure their kids have every opportunity to 
succeed.

It’s been quite a journey but w
e have so 

m
uch m

ore left to do. I w
ould love for your 

com
m

unity to join our fam
ily so please 

take the tim
e to explore our w

ebsite. Let’s 
share this dream

 that all children should 
grow

 up in a hom
e full of books.

The first step is alw
ays the hardest but w

ill 
never know

 unless you try…”.

Love,



“T
his program

 is one of the m
ost im

portant w
ays I know

 to im
prove the educational opportunities for children in your com

m
unity!”

H
ow

 D
oes It W

ork?
Each m

onth, from
 the day the child is born until 

their 5th birthday, a carefully selected book arrives 
in the m

ail. K
ids across the globe have shared the 

excitem
ent of running to the m

ailbox to retrieve 
their book. M

ore often than not, the child w
ants the 

book read to them
 now

—
not tonight, not tom

orrow
, 

not later…right now
!

Each book is selected by a com
m

ittee com
posed of 

parents, teachers, child developm
ent specialists, 

librarians, publishers, and others specializing in 
early childhood literacy. Special attention is given 
to age-appropriateness and the developm

ent 
of such positive them

es as prom
otion of self- 

esteem
 and confidence, regard for diversity, and 

appreciation of art.

D
olly Parton’s Im

agination Library 
is one of 11 R

otary International 
service partners.

R
otary’s service partnership w

ith D
olly 

Parton’s Im
agination Library provides 

an opportunity to collaborate in support 
of R

otary International’s focus on basic 
education and literacy. Together, w

e can 
foster a lifelong long love of reading in 
children from

 an early age by m
ailing one 

high quality, age appropriate book to their 
hom

e each m
onth.

Local C
ham

pion m
ay be a 

business, school district, solo, 
etc; N

eed 50
1(c)3 non-profit 

partner to get non-profit 
m

ailing list.

B
ooks arrive at child’s hom

e 
w

ith nam
e on the m

ailing 
label.

Program
 is free to fam

ilies 
birth to age 5 children living in 
participating coverage areas.

C
hildren cherish the personalized books they receive 

each m
onth through D

olly Parton’s Im
agination 

Library. W
hen parents and caregivers read to their 

children, it also exposes them
 to a larger, m

ore diverse 
vocabulary and greater variety of sentence structures 
than just talking to them

. C
hildren develop a concept of 

print, alphabetic know
ledge, phonological aw

areness 
and m

em
ory – all essential skills leading to school 

readiness and future academ
ic success.

“R
eading aloud to children at a young age can 

positively im
pact their brain developm

ent: W
hen 

preschool children listen to stories, it activates 
the areas of their brains that are associated w

ith 
processing im

ages and narrative com
prehension.”

Pediatrics – Journal of the A
m

erican A
cadem

y
of Pediatrics

R
eading together is the single m

ost im
portant w

ay to 
help children get ready to read. Parents can support 
their child’s education and cognitive developm

ent 
by sharing books as part of their everyday routine. 
Establishing these critical connections and 
com

m
unication pathw

ays helps fam
ilies prepare young 

children prior to entering school. Sim
ple tasks such 

as looking at pictures in the books and reading aloud 
together not only supports literacy grow

th, but also 
builds a special bond and supports a child’s social and 
em

otional developm
ent.

To learn m
ore about D

olly Parton’s Im
agination Library, 

visit w
w

w
.im

aginationlibrary.com
 and connect w

ith 
a R

egional D
irector w

ho covers your area.

T
he D

ollyw
ood Foundation

111 D
ollyw

ood Lane
Pigeon Forge, T

N
 37863

865-428- 960
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W
hy Begin So Early?


